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   Ceremony Design Form           Wedding date_____________
Ceremony:   1 Catholic   2 Traditional Church   3 Sentimental   4 Standard
____1) Asking parents for their blessings
____2) Address thanks to parents.  With or without roses
____3) Memorial acknowledgement Names_____________________________

____4) Blessing of the Hands & Prayer

____5) Same Marriage Vows or #______

____6) Same Ring Vows or # _______

____7) Blended family vows to include children

____8) Special options: Unity Candle, Sand ceremony, etc.___________________

____9) Prayer Blessing marriage
____10) Blessing to the Couple

____11) Readings, poems and scriptures_________________________________

Seating of Honored Guests-First Names
Groom’s (Grandmother) _________________
escort________________________
Groom’s (Grandmother) _________________
escort________________________
Bride’s (Grandmother) __________________
escort________________________
Bride’s (Grandmother)___________________
escort________________________
Groom’s (Stepmother?) __________________
escort________________________
Bride’s (Stepmother?) ___________________
escort________________________
Mother of Groom_______________________
escort________________________
Mother of Bride________________________
escort________________________
 

Line Up Diagram-First Names
Ring Bearer(s)                                                                                                     Flower Girl(s)
      _____________                                                               ______________

          _____________                                                       ______________

____________                                             ______________

____________                                 _____________

___________                        _____________

Best man                                                           Matron or maid of honor

______________________

Groom                            Bride

 Ceremony #1 Catholic Ceremony Outside of Mass
(Depending upon the wishes of the couple, parts of this ceremony can be removed to accommodate for time and personal style.)
(Charge to audience)
Dearly beloved, we are gathered here in the sight of God and in the presence of these witnesses, to join together N., and N., in holy matrimony; this is an honorable estate, instituted by God, and signifying unto us the mystical union which exists between Christ and his Church; It is therefore not to be entered into unadvisedly, but reverently, discreetly, and with the approval of God.  It is into this holy estate these two persons come now to be joined. (You may be seated)

Option Request Blessings from Parents or Family 
Grooms Parents: Do you sanction this marriage with your blessing, and receive N. (bride) with love as a member of your family?  

 Brides Parents: Do you sanction this marriage with your blessing, and receive N. (groom) with love as a member of your family? 

Presentation of bride:

Throughout time it’s always been the distinct honor to present the bride in marriage whose honors that today?

                 Option – Thanking the parents



Watch Addressing Parents Video


N and N have asked me to publicly express their love and appreciation to you, their parents, for all the love and guidance you have given them.  It is through you, they have learned the meaning of the words “respect,” love” and “honor”.  These ‘gifts’ that you have bestowed upon them - they will now come to share and exchange with each other.  It is a tribute to you that they now stand here before us.   For your support that has brought them this far in their lives they say thank you-..and I say thank you.

Option – Memorial acknowledgment  

Officiant may say:  
As we celebrate this wedding today, we would like to pay special tribute to the memory of __________, the ________ of _________.  (She) is with us today in the hearts of those who knew her and loved her.  The love that she gave continues to live on, especially in the love that _______ brings to this marriage.  We light this candle to honor _______. (Couple can go together to like the candle or it can be pre-lite or they can go present a single stemmed flower in the chair)

Collect:

O God, who since the beginning of the world

Have blessed the increase of offspring,

Show favor to our supplications

And pour forth the help of your blessing

On these thy servants ____ N & N____, 

So that in the union of Marriage 

They may be bound together

In mutual affection,

In likeness of mind, 

And in shared holiness.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

One God, forever and ever.

Old Testament Reading:
Genesis 2:18, 21-24
And the Lord God said, it is not good that the man should be alone; I will make a helpmate for him.  And the Lord caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept: and the Lord took one of his ribs, and closed up the place with flesh.  Then the Lord God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the man, and brought her to the man.  And Adam said, this is now bone of my bones, and the flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.  Therefore, it is for this reason a man will leave his father and his mother, and be united to his wife: and they shall become one flesh.   RSV
Other Optional Old Testament Readings:
· Genesis 1:26–28, 31 Male and female he created them

· Genesis 24:48–51, 58–67 In is love for Rebekah, Isaac found solace after the death of his mother

· Tobit 7:6-14 May the Lord of Heaven prosper you both

· Proverbs 31:10–13, 19–20, 30–31 She who fears the Lord is to be praised

· Song Of Songs 2:8–10, 14, 16a: 8:6 – 7a Stern as death is love

·  Jeremiah 31:31–32a, 33–34a I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel.
New Testament readings:

Colossians 3:12–15 

 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.  Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful.

Other optional New Testament readings:

· Romans 8:31b–35, 37–39 What will separate us from the love of Christ?

· Romans 12:1–2, 9–18 Offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God.

· Romans 15:1b–3a, 5–7, 13 Welcome one another as Christ welcomed you

· 1 Corinthians 6:13c-15a, 17- 20 Your body is a temple of the Spirit

· 1 Corinthians 12:31- 13:8a If I do not have love, I gain nothing

· Philippians 4:4- 9 The God of peace will be with you

· Hebrews 13:1- 4a, 5- 6b Let marriage be held in honor by all

Gospel Reading – This Is the Greatest and First Commandment. The Second Is Like It.

Matthew 22:35 – 40

One of the Pharisees, a scholar of the law, tested Jesus by asking,
“Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?”
He said to him,
“You shall love the Lord, your God,
with all your heart,
with all your soul,
and with all your mind.
This is the greatest and the first commandment.
The second is like it:
You shall love your neighbor as yourself.
The whole law and the prophets depend on these two commandments.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Other Optional Gospel Readings:
· Matthew 5:13-16 You are the light of the world

· Matthew 7:21, 24-29 A wise man built his house upon a rock

· Matthew 19:3-6 God has united, man must not separate

· Mark 10:6-9 They are no longer two, but one flesh

· John 15:9-12 Remain in my love

· John 15:12-16 This is my commandment: love one another

                                   Option   Blessing of the Hands



Watch Hand Ceremony Video


Officiant addresses audience: Just as the bride’s hand was presented in marriage, we would like to take a moment to bless the hands of N., and N.   For it is through the hands that we demonstrate our love and commitment to one another.

N, and N, please face each other and join both hands so that we may bless them.

Reading by officiant:

These are the hands of your best friend, young and strong and full of love for you.

They are being held by yours on your wedding day as you two promise to love each other for the rest of your lives.  

These are also the hands that will work alongside yours as together you build your future and share your inner most dreams and secrets together.

These are the very hands that will passionately love you and cherish you through the years, and with the slightest touch will comfort you like no other.

These are the hands that will hold you when fear or grief threatens to overwhelm you.  

The hands that you hold are the same hands that will countless times wipe the tears from your eyes; tears of sorrow and tears of joy.

These too are the hands that will tenderly hold your children. (optional)

These are also the hands that will help you to hold your family as one.

And lastly, these are the hands that even when wrinkled and aged will still be reaching for yours, still giving you the same unspoken tenderness with just a touch.

Prayer:

God, bless these hands that you see before you this day.  May they always be held by one another.   Keep them tender and gentle as they nurture each other in their wondrous love.  Help these hands to continue building a relationship founded in your grace.  May N. and N., see their four hands as healer, protector, shelter and guide. We ask this in your name, Amen.

(Charge to couple)
I require and charge you both, as you stand in the presence of God, before whom the secrets of all hearts are disclosed, that, having duly considered the holy covenant you are about to make, you do now declare before this company your pledge of faith, each to the other. Be well assured that if these solemn vows are kept, as God’s Word demands, and if steadfastly you endeavor to do the will of your heavenly Father, God will bless your marriage, will grant you fulfillment in it, and will establish your home in peace.

Vows of intent

N & N, have you come here freely and without reservation to give yourselves to each other in marriage?

Will you love and honor each other as man and wife for the rest of your lives?

Will you accept children lovely from God and bring them up according to the law of Christ and his church?

Marriage vows
Since it is your intention to enter the marriage, please now declare your consent before God and his church.

I      N    take you ___N__ to be my wedded wife/ to have and to hold/ for better or for worse/ for richer or for poorer/ in sickness and in health/ to love and to cherish/ as long as we both shall live/ this is my promise to you. 

I      N    take you ___N__ to be my wedded husband/ to have and to hold/ for better or for worse/ for richer or for poorer/ in sickness and in health/ to love and to cherish/ as long as we both shall live/ this is my promise to you. 

You have declared your consent before the church. May the Lord and his goodness strengthen your consent and fill you both with his blessings.

What God has joined together man must not divide. Amen

Blessing of Rings: 

These rings are made of precious metal to represent the precious love that is share between the two of you. They are circular to represent the unbroken circle of love – for love that is freely given has no beginning or no end. 
Prayer: May God bless these rings and the two of you who wear them, may you abide in his peace and continue in his favor.

Exchange of Rings Vows (first the husband then the wife)
In token and pledge/

of our constant faith/ 

and abiding love/ with this ring/ 

I thee wed/ in the name of the Father/

the Son/ and Holy Spirit/ Amen

Option - Unity Candle/Sand ceremony
Nuptial Blessing: 

Let us humbly invoke by our prayers, dear brothers and sisters, God’s blessing upon this bride and groom,

That in his kindness he may favor
those on whom he has bestowed the Sacrament of Matrimony.

(All pray in silence for a moment)

Holy Father, maker of the whole world,

Who created man and woman in your own image

And willed that their union be crowned with your blessing, We humbly beseech you for these your servants,

Who are joined today in the Sacrament of matrimony.

May your abundant blessing, Lord,

Come down upon this bride, N.__   
And upon N,, her companion for life,

And may the power of your Holy Spirit

Set their hearts aflame from on high,

So that living out together the gift of matrimony,

They may adorn their family with children 

And enrich the Church.

In happiness may they praise you, O Lord,

In sorrow may they seek you out;

May they have the joy of your presence

To assist them in their toil,

And know that you are near to comfort them in their need; let them pray to you in the holy assembly

and bear witness to you in the world,

and after a happy old age, together with the circle of friends that surrounds them, may they come to the Kingdom of Heaven. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Final Blessing (Guests respond with “Amen”)
May God the eternal Father Keep you of one heart in love for one another, That the peace of Christ may dwell in you And abide always in your home.

R – AMEN

May you be blessed in your children, Have solace in your friends And enjoy true peace with everyone.

R – AMEN

May you be witnesses in the world to God’s charity,

So, that the afflicted and needy who have known your kindness May one day receive you thankfully

Into the eternal dwelling of God.

R – AMEN

And may almighty God bless all of you, who are gathered here – the Father, and the Son, + and the Holy Spirit.

R – AMEN

Formal pronouncement:
Forasmuch as N. and N. have consented together in holy wedlock, and have witnessed the same before God and this company, and thereto have pledged their faith each to the other, and have declared the same by joining hands and by giving and receiving rings, I pronounce that they are husband and wife together, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Those whom God hath joined together, let not man put asunder.  Amen.

Ladies and Gentleman, it is with the greatest of pleasure I present the very first time, Mr. and Mrs. 

(Depending upon the wishes of the couple, parts of the ceremony can be removed to accommodate for time and personal style.)
Couples may choose their preferred Scripture reading from the above selections:

Old Testament Scripture_______________________________

New Testament Scripture______________________________

Gospel reading______________________________________

Couples may choose their preferred options:

______Asking parents (or family) for the blessings

______Thanking the parents

______Memorial acknowledgment

______Blessing of the hands
______Unity candle/sand ceremony/other
Ceremony #2 -Traditional Church Ceremony
(Charge to audience)

Dearly beloved, we are gathered here in the sight of God and in the presence of these witnesses, to join together N., and N., in holy matrimony; this is an honorable estate, instituted by God, and signifying unto us the mystical union which exists between Christ and his Church; It is therefore Not  to be entered into unadvisedly, but reverently, discreetly, and with the approval of God.  It is into this holy estate these two persons come now to be joined. (You may be seated)

(Charge to couple)

I require and charge you both, as you stand in the presence of God, before whom the secrets of all hearts are disclosed, that, having duly considered the holy covenant you are about to make, you do now declare before this company your pledge of faith, each to the other. Be well assured that if these solemn vows are kept, as God’s Word demands, and if steadfastly you endeavor to do the will of your heavenly Father, God will bless your marriage, will grant you fulfillment in it, and will establish your home in peace.

Vows of Intent 

(Then shall the officiant say to the man) 

N., do you take this woman to be your wedded wife, to live together in the holy estate of matrimony?  Will you love her, comfort her, honor and keep her, in sickness and in health, and forsaking all others keep yourself only for her so long as you both shall live?

I Do

(Then shall the officiant say to the woman)

N., do you take this man to be your wedded husband, to live together in the holy estate of matrimony?  Will you love him, comfort him, honor and keep him in sickness and in health; and forsaking all others keep yourself only for him so long as you both shall live?

I Do

Option 1   Request Blessings from Parents or Family 
Grooms Parents: Do you sanction this marriage with your blessing, and receive N. (bride) with love as a member of your family?  
 Brides Parents: Do you sanction this marriage with your blessing, and receive N. (groom) with love as a member of your family?  

Bride Presented By Escort

Throughout time and tradition, all over the world it has always been the distinct honor and privilege for someone to present the bride in marriage.  As we come together, who presents (bride) in marriage?

I do (or her mother and I)



Watch Addressing Parents Video


Option 2   Addressing Thanks to the Parents

N and N have asked me to publicly express their love and appreciation to you, their parents, for all the love and guidance you have given them.  It is through you, they have learned the meaning of the words “respect,” love” and “honor”.  These ‘gifts’ that you have bestowed upon them - they will now come to share and exchange with each other.  It is a tribute to you that they now stand here before us.   For your support that has brought them this far in their lives they say thank you-..and I say thank you.

Option 3   Rose Service – Distribution of Roses to Mothers

Officiant:  As they come before us to be married, N., and N., wish to acknowledge and thank their parents for the love and support they have given them.  The flowers they give to their parents represent the feeling of gratitude in the hearts of N., and N.  This moment marks a major change in their lives, but the ties of love and friendship with their parents will continue.  (The bride and groom then walk together to their parents, who rise, and the bride and groom hug each of them and give each a rose.) 

Option for Special Readings (pp.24-32)
Genesis 2:18, 21-24

Song of Solomon 8:6-7

Ecclesiastes 4:9-11

Option 4   Blessing of the Hands



Watch Hand Ceremony Video


Officiant addresses audience: Just as the bride’s hand was presented in marriage, we would like to take a moment to bless the hands of N., and N.   For it is through the hands that we demonstrate our love and commitment to one another.

N, and N, please face each other and join both hands so that we may bless them.

Reading by officiant:

These are the hands of your best friend, young and strong and full of love for you.

They are being held by yours on your wedding day as you two promise to love each other for the rest of your lives.  

These are also the hands that will work alongside yours as together you build your future and share your inner most dreams and secrets together.

These are the very hands that will passionately love you and cherish you through the years, and with the slightest touch will comfort you like no other.

These are the hands that will hold you when fear or grief threatens to overwhelm you.  

The hands that you hold are the same hands that will countless times wipe the tears from your eyes; tears of sorrow and tears of joy.

These too are the hands that will tenderly hold your children. (optional)

These are also the hands that will help you to hold your family as one.

And lastly, these are the hands that even when wrinkled and aged will still be reaching for yours, still giving you the same unspoken tenderness with just a touch.

Prayer:

God, bless these hands that you see before you this day.  May they always be held by one another.   Keep them tender and gentle as they nurture each other in their wondrous love.  Help these hands to continue building a relationship founded in your grace.  May N. and N., see their four hands as healer, protector, shelter and guide. We ask this in your name, Amen.

Wedding Vows (traditional)

I, N. (groom), take you, N. (bride), / to be my wedded wife, / to have and to hold/ from this day forward, /for better, for worse, / for richer, for poorer, /in sickness and in health, / to love and to cherish, /as long as we both shall live, / this is my promise to you.         

(Then shall they loose their hands; and the woman, with her right hand taking the man by his right hand, shall say after the minister,)

I, N. (bride), take you, N. (groom), / to be my wedded husband, / to have and to hold /from this day forward, / for better, for worse, / for richer, for poorer, / in sickness and in health, / to love and to cherish, / as long as we both shall live, / this is my promise to you.

Option for Special Readings (pp.24-32)
1 Corinthians 13

Poems

Ring Exchange

(Then, the officiant, taking the ring or rings, shall say,)
I hold in my hands beautiful rings. They are made of precious metal representing two precious lives that stand before me.  The ring has no beginning, no end...it represents the circle of life-the circle of love.  May they be given, and received, to remind you of the vows you have made this day. 

(Then the officiant may say,)

Let us pray.

Bless O lord, the giving of these rings, that they who wear them may abide in thy peace, and continue in thy favor; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

(The minister shall then deliver the proper ring to the man to put upon the third finger of the woman’s left hand.  The man, holding the ring there, shall say after the minister,)

Ring Vows (traditional)

In token and pledge/ of my constant faith/ and abiding love/ with this ring I thee wed/ in the name of the Father/ the Son/ and the Holy Spirit/

(Then, if there is a second ring, the minister shall deliver it to the woman to put upon the third finger of the man’s left hand; and the woman, holding the ring there, shall say after the minister the same vows)

Option 5   Blended family vows

(This is where the new stepparent may address his/her commitment/ love/support to the children of his/her spouse.   Samples have been included in the ‘Special Acts of celebration’ section.  Sometimes family medallions are given as gifts.)

Option 6   Ceremony Enhancements – Example Unity Candle

The officiant may say: 
The two candles on the outside have been lit to represent your lives up to this moment.  As you each take a candle and, together light the center one it will come to represent the union of your two lives into one.  As this one candle cannot be divided, neither shall your lives be divided.

“May the brightness of this candle shine throughout your lives, giving you courage and reassurance in the darkness.  May its warmth give you shelter from the cold.  And may its energy fill your spirits with strength and joy.”  (other examples are included in the ‘Acts of Celebration’ section)
Pastoral Prayer 

Heavenly Father, thank you for allowing us this opportunity to be present in these surroundings - where dreams come true, where a couple comes together in marriage.  Thank you for N. and N. as they begin this, their journey through life together. Walk with them each step of the way giving them the faith, and the wisdom, to face together whatever the future may hold. In your name we pray, Amen.
Option 7   Blessing to the Couple



Watch Blessing Video


Receive this blessing as one to the other
“Entreat me not to leave you or from walking beside you; for where you go, I will go, where your home shall be so shall my home be, your family shall be my family, your friends shall be my friends, and your God shall be my God.”    Ruth 1:16

Pronouncement



Watch Pronouncement Video



Forasmuch as N. and N. have consented together in holy wedlock, and have witnessed the same before God and this company, and thereto have pledged their faith each to the other, and have declared the same by joining hands and by giving and receiving rings, I pronounce that they are husband and wife together, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Those whom God hath joined together, let not man put asunder.  Amen.

(Then shall the officiant say)

You may kiss your beautiful bride.

(Officiant requests congregation to stand and couples face their guests)

Ladies and Gentlemen, it is with the greatest of pleasure I present to you for the very first time, as husband and wife, Mr. and Mrs. N.
Sample Design form for this ceremony:

____1) Asking Groom’s and Bride’s parents for their blessings

____2) Address to parents-thanking them for their love and support

____3) Rose service to parents

____4) Blessing of the Hands & Prayer

____    Sample Marriage Vows______  (pp.50-52)
____    Sample Ring Vows_______

____5) Blended family vows to include children 

____6) Ceremony Enhancement - Unity Candle Example
____7) Blessing to the Couple

____Readings, poems and scriptures-can also be inserted at appropriate places

Did you know?

The ceremony-ending kiss is an old Roman tradition.

A kiss sealed contracts.

Brides stand to the left of the groom and have done so for thousands of years. The reason? So the groom can protect his bride from would-be attackers. Since most people are right handed, the groom would need to keep his right arm free to defend his woman.

#3 Sentimental Ceremony 



Click to watch Ceremony Introduction Video


On behalf of N., and N., I would like to thank each of you for attending this wedding celebration.  You are indeed participating in one of the happiest moments of their lives.   For N., and N., your very presence here as family and honored guests not only heightens the beauty of this moment for them--but it also completes it!  

(Congregation is asked to be seated)

We are gathered here today to witness the coming together of two people.  Two people whose hearts and spirits are already entwined as one. In fact, those of you who know N., an N., best, can also attest to their love for one another and to the blended hopes, dreams and goals that they share. When such a bond exists of this magnitude, then it is only appropriate that we have an open public demonstration of their love, such as this wedding ceremony.  So it is that N., and N., now will profess (before God,) their family and their friends, their desire to henceforth walk the road of life together.

(Questions of intent-to groom and bride)

Do you, N. (groom), knowing of this woman’s love for you and returning it, 

Realizing her strengths and learning from them, recognizing her weaknesses and accepting them, Take N. (bride), to be your lawfully wedded wife?

I DO

Do you, N. (bride), knowing of this man’s love for you and returning it, 

Realizing his strengths and learning from them, recognizing his weaknesses and accepting them, Take N. (groom), to be your lawfully wedded husband?

I DO

Option #1   Asking Parents For Their Blessings
To N. (groom’s) family I ask:  Do you sanction this marriage with your blessing, and receive N. (bride’s name), with love as a member of your family?

WE DO

To N., (bride’s) family I ask:  Do you sanction this marriage with your blessing, and receive N., (groom) with love as one of your family?

WE DO

Presentation of Bride by Escort

Throughout time and tradition, it has always been the distinct honor and privilege for someone to present the bride in marriage.  Who presents N., in marriage today? 

I do (or Her mother and I)

Option #2 Addressing Thanks to the Parents  



Watch Addressing Parents Video


(Parents may be asked to stand to be addressed by officiant)

N and N have asked me to publicly express their love and appreciation to you, their parents, for all the love and guidance you have given them.  It is through you, that they have learned the meaning of the words “love, honor and respect”.  It is with these ‘gifts’ that you have bestowed upon them-they will now come to share and exchange with each other.  It is a tribute to you that they now stand here before us.   For it is not just their love for each other that has brought them to this point-but it is also your love for them.  For that, they say thank you. You may be seated.

(This can be a good time to present the parents with roses.  See the ‘Acts of Celebration’ section)

Option #3 Memorial Acknowledgement   
Officiant may say:  

As we celebrate this wedding today, we would like to pay tribute to the special memory of __________, the ________ of _________.  (She) is with us today in the hearts of those who knew her and loved her.  The love that she gave continues to live on, especially in the love that _______ brings to this marriage.  We light this candle to honor _______. (Couple can go together to like the candle or it can be pre-lite or they can go present a single stemmed flower in the chair)



Watch Hand Ceremony Video


Option #4   Blessing of the Hands (Reading)

Officiant addresses audience: Just as N., (the bride’s) hand is presented in marriage, we would like to take a moment to bless the hands of N., and N.  For it is through the hands that we demonstrate our love and commitment to one another.

N, and N, please face each other and join both hands so that we may bless them.

Reading by officiant:

N., and N., these are the hands of your best friend, young and strong and full of love for you.  

They are being held by yours on this your wedding day as you promise to love each other for the rest of your lives.

These are the hands that will work alongside yours as together you build your future, as you share your innermost secrets and dreams together.

These are the hands that will passionately love you and cherish you through out the years, and with the slightest touch will comfort you like no other.

These are also the hands that will hold you when fear or grief threatens to overwhelm you. 

These are the hands that will give you strength when you need it the most.

These are the very hands that will countless times wipe the tears from your eyes; tears of sorrow and tears of joy.

These are the hands that will tenderly hold your children.

These are the hands that will help you to hold your family together as one.

And lastly, these are the hands that even when wrinkled and aged will still be reaching for yours, still giving you the same unspoken tenderness with just a touch.

Prayer-Blessing Hands

God, bless these hands that you see before you this day. May they always be held by one another.  Keep them tender and gentle as they nurture each other in their wondrous love. Help these hands to continue building a relationship founded in your grace.  May N., and N., see their four hands as healer, protector, shelter and guide.  We ask this in your name, Amen.

Address to the Couple                                               

N., and N., You are now taking into your care and keeping the happiness of the one person you love the most.  You are agreeing to share strengths, responsibilities, and love.   As husband and wife you will be each other’s best friend, confidant, lover, teacher, listener and protector.  As your relationship grows it will deepen and enrich every facet of your life.  Your happiness is fuller, your memories fresher, and your commitments will be stronger.  

You will indeed experience marriage to be one of life’s greatest commitments, one of life’s greatest blessings, but also one of life’s greatest challenges.  So, be mindful of this; every effort to preserve love with one another by demonstrating patience, by holding each other gently, and by  lifting each other up, will go a long, long way in guaranteeing a wonderful and happy life together.
Marriage Vows



Watch Ceremony Vows Video


N., and N., as you prepare to pledge your vows to each other, let me remind you that no other vows are more sacred, no other words are more tender than those you are about to assume.  May these vows only be broken by death, and may you both live a very long and happy life together.

As a symbol of your union, will you now join hands and look into the eyes of the one you love and repeat after me:

VOWS    

I, N, take you, N
As my friend and my love

Beside me and apart from me

In laughter and in tears

In good times and bad,

Asking that you be no other than yourself

Loving what I know of you

Trusting what I do not know

And in all the ways that life may lead us
Option for Special Readings  (pp.24-32)
Ring Vows


Watch Ring Vows Video



(Minister holds up rings before congregation and states) 

These two rings are made of precious metals and gems to represent the precious love between N., and N., They are also circular to represent the ‘Unbroken circle of love’.  For love that is freely given has no beginning or no end.  May these rings always remind you that your love is never ending.
Prayer

‘May God bless these rings and the two of you who wear them.  May you always abide in His peace and continue in His favor. Amen’

Groom, please take (Bride’s) ring and place it on her left ring finger to seal your commitment of love. (Repeat after me)

N., with this ring I commit to you/ As this ring encircles your finger/ always be reminded / My love encircles your heart/ 

(Bride repeats the same ring vows)

Option #5   Ceremony Enhancements (pp. 33-49) 

Example: Blended Family Vows (pg.37)
(These are designed to welcome and involve the children from a previous relationship. More information on Medallion ceremonies and sample vows in included in the ‘Acts of Celebration’ section).

Option #6   Prayer--Blessing the Marriage

Heavenly Father, thank you for allowing us this opportunity to be present in these surroundings - where dreams come true, and where a couple comes together in marriage.  Thank you for N. and N. as they begin this, their journey through life together. Walk with them each step of the way giving them the faith, and the wisdom, to face together whatever the future may hold. In your name we pray, Amen.

Option #7   Pastoral Blessing



Watch Blessing Video


“Entreat me not to leave you or from walking beside you; 

for where you go, I will go, 

where your home shall be so shall my home be, 

your family shall be my family, 

your friends shall be my friends, 

and your God shall be my God.”      Ruth 1:16 

Pronouncement



Watch Pronouncement Video



Forasmuch as N., and N., have consented together in holy wedlock, and have witnessed the same before (God and) this company, and thereto have pledged their faith each to the other, and have declared the same by joining hands and by giving and receiving rings, I hereby pronounce that they are husband and wife together.  What God has joined together let not man put asunder.  Amen  

Minister says to Groom

(Groom)You may kiss your beautiful bride

Formal Introduction

(Congregation is asked to stand)

It’s my privilege to present to you for the very first time:  Mr. and Mrs. N.       

Sample Design form for this ceremony:

____#1 Asking Groom’s and Bride’s Parents for their Blessings

____#2 Address to Parents-thanking them for their love and support

____#3 Memorial Acknowledgements
____#4 Blessing of the Hands & Prayer

____#5 Sample Marriage Vows _____
____#6 Ceremony Enhancement: Blended Family Vows 
____#7 Prayer Blessing of Marriage

____#8 Pastoral Blessing

____Readings, poems and scriptures-can also be inserted at appropriate places

 #4-Standard  Ceremony
We have gathered here today, surrounded by the love of both friendship and family.  We are here to celebrate the blending of two lives. Today  N. & N come before us as two, but they will leave this place as one, united in marriage.  As family and friends, each of you has played some part in bringing them to this moment and in various ways will contribute to their relationship.  We honor this unique time in their lives and make it meaningful by entering into it with an attitude of respect for their deep commitment to each other.

Option 1   Request Blessings from Parents or Family 
Grooms Parents: Do you sanction this marriage with your blessing, and receive N. (bride) with love as a member of your family?  
 Brides Parents: Do you sanction this marriage with your blessing, and receive N. (groom) with love as a member of your family?  
Presentation of the Bride
Throughout time and tradition, it has been the distinct honor and privilege to present the bride in marriage.  Who presents N. in marriage today?
Option  2– Thanks to the Parents or Family


Watch Addressing Parents Video


(Parents may be asked to stand to be addressed by officiant)

N and N have asked me to publicly express their love and appreciation to you, their parents, for all the love and guidance you have given them.  It is through you, that they have learned the meaning of the words “love, honor and respect”.  It is with these ‘gifts’ that you have bestowed upon them-they will now come to share and exchange with each other.  It is a tribute to you that they now stand here before us.   For it is not just their love for each other that has brought them to this point-but it is also your love for them.  For that, they say thank you. You may be seated.

(This can be a good time to present the parents with roses.  See the ‘Acts of Celebration’ section)

Address to Guests…

To quote George Eliot “What greater thing is there for two human souls than to feel that they are joined together to strengthen each other in all labor, to minister to each other in all sorrow, to share with each other in all gladness, to be one with each other in the silent unspoken memories?

Marriage is a commitment for life, the best that two people can find and bring out in each other.  It offers opportunities for sharing and growth that no other relationship can equal.  It is a physical and an emotional joining that is promised for a lifetime.  It understands and forgives the mistakes life is unable to avoid.  It encourages and nurtures new life, new experiences, and new ways of expressing a love that is deeper than life.  Marriage is a promise, a potential made in the hearts of two people who love each other and takes a lifetime to fulfill.

Option 3– Blessing of the Hands


Watch Hand Ceremony Video


N & N, these are the hands of your best friend, young and strong and full of love for you.  

They are being held by yours on this your wedding day as you promise to love each other for the rest of your lives.

These are the hands that will work alongside yours as together you build your future, as you share your innermost secrets and dreams together.

These are the hands that will passionately love you and cherish you through out the years, and with the slightest touch will comfort you like no other.

The hands that you hold are the very hands that will comfort you when you are sick, and they will console you whenever you are grieving.

These are also the hands that will hold you when fear or grief threatens to overwhelm you. 

These are the hands that will give you strength when you need it the most.

These too are the hands that will support to pursue your dreams.  But together as a couple may everything you wish for be realized.

These are the very hands that will countless times wipe the tears from your eyes; tears of sorrow and tears of joy.

These are the hands that will tenderly hold your children.

These are the hands that will help you to hold your family together as one.

And lastly, these are the hands that even when wrinkled and aged will still be reaching for yours, still giving you the same unspoken tenderness with just a touch.

(Optional Prayer for Blessing the Hands)

God, bless these hands that you see before you this day. May they always be held by one another.  Keep them tender and gentle as they nurture each other in their wondrous love. Help these hands to continue building a relationship founded in your grace.  May N., and N., see their four hands as healer, protector, shelter and guide.  We ask this in your name, Amen.

Marriage Vows     

I N. take you N, to be my wife/husband
I promise to live in truth with you,

And I give you my hand and my heart 

As a sanctuary of warmth and peace, 

Pledging my love and devotion

As I join my life to yours
Option for Special Readings
Ring Vows 

These two rings are made of precious metals and gems to represent the precious love between N., and N., They are also circular to represent the ‘Unbroken circle of love’.  For love that is freely given has no beginning or no end.  May these rings always remind you that your love is never-ending.
Prayer blessing the rings (optional)

N., with this ring I commit to you/ as this ring encircles your finger/ always be reminded / my love encircles your heart/ 

Option for Additional Ceremony Enhancements
Option – Closing Prayer 
Most Gracious God, we thank you for the beauty of this moment.  Send your richest blessing upon N. & N. whom we bless in your name, that they may love, honor and cherish each other, amid the ever-changing scenes of this life.  Amen.
Pronouncement (religious or secular)

For as much as N. and N. have consented together in wedlock, and have witnessed the same before this company, and thereto have pledged their faith each to the other, and have declared the same by joining hands and by giving and receiving rings, I pronounce that they are husband and wife together.

Kiss

Introduction of Couple
Favorite Readings

Readings may be read by person of your choosing or by the officiant.  Your officiant will glad to help you find where they fit best in the ceremony.  Additional music can be appropriately added in several spots. 

THE PROPHET

~Kahlil Gibran~

Then Almitra spoke again and said, And what of Marriage, master?

And he answered saying:

You were born together, and together you shall be forever more

You shall be together when the white wings of death scatter your days.

Aye, you shall be together even in the silent memory of God.

But let there be spaces in your togetherness.

And let the winds of heaven dance between you.

Love one another, but make not a bond of love:

Let it rather be a moving sea between the shores of your souls.

Fill each other’s cup but drink not from one cup.

Give one another of your bread but eat not from the same loaf.

Sing and dance together and be joyous, but let each one of you be alone.

Even as the strings of a lute are alone though they quiver with the same music.

Give your hearts, but not into each other’s keeping.

For only the hand of Life can contain your hearts.

And stand together yet not too near together:

For the pillars of the temple stand apart,

And the oak tree and the cypress grow not in each other’s shadow.
APACHE WEDDING BLESSING

"Now you will feel no rain, for each of you will be shelter for the other.  Now you will feel no cold, for each of you will be warmth to the other.  Now there will be no loneliness, for each of you will be companion to the other.  Now you are two persons, but there is only one life before you.  May beauty surround you both in the journey ahead and through all the years.  May happiness be your companion and your days together be good and long upon the earth."

ART OF MARRIAGE
A good marriage must be created.

In the art of marriage, the little things are the big things.
It is never being too old to hold hands.

It is remembering to say "I love you" at least once a day.
It is never going to sleep angry.

It is at no time taking the other for granted; the courtship should not end with the honeymoon, it should continue through all the years.
It is having a mutual sense of values and common objectives.

It is standing together facing the world.

It is forming a circle of love that gathers in the whole family.

It is doing things for each other, not in the attitude of duty or sacrifice, but in the spirit of joy.

It is speaking words of appreciation and demonstrating gratitude in thoughtful ways.

It is not expecting the husband to wear a halo or the wife to have wings of an angel.

It is not looking for perfection in each other.
It is cultivating flexibility, patience, understanding and a sense of humor.

It is having the capacity to forgive and forget.

It is giving each other an atmosphere in which each can grow.

It is finding room for the things of the spirit.

It is a common search for the good and the beautiful.

It is establishing a relationship in which the independence is equal, dependence is mutual and the obligation is reciprocal.

It is not only marrying the right partner, it is being the right partner.

BLESSING FOR A MARRIAGE

~ James Dillet Freeman ~

May your marriage bring you all the exquisite excitements a marriage should bring,

and may life grant you also patience, tolerance, and understanding.

May you always need one another -not so much to fill your emptiness as to help you to know your fullness.

A mountain needs a valley to be complete; the valley does not make the mountain less, but more; and the valley is more a valley because it has a mountain towering over it.

May you need one another, but not out of weakness.

May you want one another, but not out of lack.

May you entice one another, but not compel one another.

May you embrace one another, but not out encircle one another.

May you succeed in all the important ways with one another, and not fail in the little graces.

May you look for things to praise, often say, "I love you!" and take no notice of small faults.

If you have quarrels that push you apart, may both of you hope to have good sense enough to take the first step back.

May you enter into the mystery which is the awareness of one another's presence - no more physical than spiritual, warm and near when you are side by side, and warm and near when you are in separate rooms or even distant cities.

May you have happiness and may you find it making one another happy.

May you have love, and may you find it loving one another.

I PROMISE

~Dorothy R. Colgan~

I promise to give you the best of myself and to ask of you no more than you can give.

I promise to respect you as your own person and to realize that your interests, desires and needs are no less important than my own.

I promise to share with you my time and my attention and to bring joy, strength and imagination to our relationship.
I promise to keep myself open to you, to let you see through the window of my world into my innermost fears and feelings, secrets and dreams.
I promise to grow along with you, to be willing to face changes in order to keep our relationship alive and exciting.
I promise to love you in good times and bad, with all I have to give and all I feel inside in the only way I know how, completely and forever.

A BLESSING
UNKNOWN AUTHOR
“Treat yourselves and each other with respect, and remind yourselves often of what brought you together. Give the highest priority to the tenderness, gentleness and kindness that your connection deserves. When frustration, difficulty and fear assail your relationship – as they threaten all relationships at one time or another – remember to focus on what is right between you, not only the part which seems wrong. In this way, you can ride out the storms when clouds hide the face of the sun in your lives – remembering that even if you lose sight of it for a moment, the sun is still there. And if each of you takes responsibility for the quality of your life together, it will be marked by abundance and delight.”

LOVE

Love is a friendship that has caught fire.

It is quiet understanding, mutual confidence, sharing and forgiving.

It is loyalty through good and bad.

It settles for less than perfection, and makes allowances for human weakness.

Love is content with the present.

It hopes for the future and it doesn’t brood over the past.

It’s the day-in and day-out chronicle of irritations, problems, compromises,

small disappointments, big victories, and working toward common goals.

If you have love in your life,

it can make up for a great many things you lack.

If you don’t have it, no matter what else there is,

it is not enough, so search for it, ask God for it, and share it!

WHY MARRIAGE?

Author Unknown

Because to the depths of me, I long to love one person,

With all my heart, my soul, my mind, my body...

Because I need a forever friend to trust with the intimacies of me,

Who won’t hold them against me, Who loves me when I’m unlikable,

Who sees the small child in me, and

Who looks for the divine potential of me...

Because I need to cuddle in the warmth of the night

With someone who thanks God for me,

With someone I feel blessed to hold...

Because marriage means opportunity

To grow in love in friendship

Because marriage is a discipline

To be added to a list of achievements...

Because marriages do not fail, people fail

When they enter into marriage

Expecting another to make them whole...
Because, knowing this,

I promise myself to take full responsibility

For my spiritual, mental and physical wholeness

I create me, I take half of the responsibility for my marriage

Together we create our marriage...

Because of this understanding

The possibilities are limitless.

My Parents

To my parents on my wedding day

You’ve taught me much of growing up,

Of life, and wondrous things,

but mostly how love has no end

like bonds of golden rings.

I’ve watched the way the two of you

Have kept your love so strong-

A warm embrace, and gentle kiss,

Two voices but one song

Now before God, family, and friends,

I pledge my love so true-

A love that blossoms more each day

That’s blessed by both of you.

And of all the vows I speak this day,

My heart will pray one more;

That I will share a love like yours

With the one whom I adore

Author Unknown
Promises
Stephanie of San Antonio, Texas, USA


I cannot promise not to be erratic. 
I cannot promise to always be strong. 
I cannot promise to be faultless. 
I cannot promise to always be the same. 
I cannot promise to never be moody. 
I cannot promise not to hurt your feelings sometimes. 

I promise to share my thoughts with you. 
I promise to be supportive of you. 
I promise to be honest with you. 
I promise to help you achieve your goals. 
I promise to understand you. 
I promise to love you

LET’S GROW OLD TOGETHER
~Denise Braxton Brown & Peggy Wrightsman~

Let’s grow old together...beginning with today.

Let’s work slowly with each other and build a relationship that we can both enjoy being a part of.

Let’s share love and understand that neither of us is perfect; we are both subject to human frailties.

Let’s hold each other close and whisper through the night--pledging our love, honoring our commitment.

Let’s encourage each other to pursue our dreams, even when we’re weary from trying.

Let’s expect the best that we both have to give and still love when we fall short of our expectations.

Let’s be friends and respect each other’s individual personality and give one another room to grow.

Let’s be candid with each other and point out strengths and weaknesses.

Let’s understand each other’s personal philosophy, even if we don’t agree.

Let’s lie awake long into the night sharing our innermost secrets.

Let’s be friends as well as lovers.

Let’s laugh at time and plan with each other and wonder how we ever got along without this love we’ve found.

Let’s never take for granted these moments that we’ve shared, but always be reminded of how intensely we have learned to live, how completely we have learned to love.

Let’s grow old together.…and look back on life and smile.

All I Want
     All I want is to love you for the rest of my life…to wake up every morning with you by my side, knowing that what happens, I will be able to come home to your loving arms.

     All I want is to share everything with you…to talk to you about our ideas, our dreams, the little everyday things that make us laugh, and the not-so-little things that we can’t help worrying about.

     All I want is to give out my love…as a place you can always come to for acceptance or the simple comfort that the silence brings, when things left unspoken can still be understood.
     All I want is to grow old with you…to watch our life unfold, our dreams, one by one, come true.  All I want is to love you forever

GROWTH

~ Roy Croft~
I love you, not only for what you are-but for what I am when I am with you.

I love you  not only for what you have made of yourself -but for what You are making of me.

I love you for the part of me that you bring out; I love you for, putting your hand

into my heaped—up heart and passing over all the foolish, weak things that you can’t help dimly seeing there,  and for drawing out into the light all the beautiful belongings

that no one else had looked quite far enough to find.

I love you because you...Are helping me to make of the lumber of my life not a tavern

but a temple; out of works of my every day not a reproach but a song.

I love you because you have done ore than any creed could have done to make me good and more than any fate could have done to make me happy.

You have done it without a touch, without a word, without a sign.

You have done it by being yourself.

Perhaps that is what being in love means, after all.

The Union

Robert Fulghum
(Great intro to the marriage vows)
     You have known each other from the first glance of acquaintance to this point of commitment. At some point, you decided to marry. From that moment of yes, to this moment of yes, indeed, you have been making commitments in an informal way. All of those conversations that were held in a car, or over a meal, or during long walks – all those conversations that began with, “When we’re married”, and continued with “I will” and “you will” and “we will” – all those late night talks that included “someday” and “somehow” and “maybe” – and all those promises that are unspoken matters of the heart. All these common things, and more, are the real process of a wedding.
     The symbolic vows that you are about to make are a way of saying to one another, “You know all those things that we’ve promised, and hoped, and dreamed – well, I meant it all, every word.”
     Look at one another and remember this moment in time. Before this moment you have been many things to one another – acquaintance, friend, companion, lover, dancing partner, even teacher, for you have learned much from one another these past few years. Shortly you shall say a few words that will take you across a threshold of life, and things between you will never quite be the same.
     For after today you shall say to the world –

     This is my husband. This is my wife.
Special Ceremony Enhancements
1. Blessing of the Hands 
2. Disney Touches

3. The Rose Vow 
4. Vows for Blended Families 
5. Wine Vows 
6. Memorial Acknowledgements 
7. Unity Candle options and tips 

8. Special Catholic Enhancements 
9. Jumping the Broom 
10. Jewish/Christian Blend of Traditions 
11. The Sand Ceremony 
12. The Wine and Love Letter Box 
13. The Oathing Stone 
14. Ceremony of the Arras and Lasso 
#1   Blessing of the Hands 

Please face each other and hold both hands, so you may feel the gift that they are to one another.

N., and N., these are the hands of your best friend, young and strong and full of love for you.  

They are being held by yours on your wedding day as you two promise to love each other for the rest of your lives.  

The hands that you hold are the very hands that will work alongside yours as together you build your future and share your innermost secrets and dreams together.

These too are the hands that will passionately love you and cherish you through the years, and with the slightest touch will comfort you like no other.

These are also the hands that will hold you when fear or grief threaten to overwhelm you.  

These too are the hands that will countless times wipe the tears from your eyes, tears of sorrow and tears of joy.

These are the hands that will tenderly hold your children.

These are the hands that will help you to hold your family as one.

And these are the hands that will give you strength when you need it the most.

And lastly, these are the hands that even when becoming wrinkled and aged will still be reaching for yours, still giving you the same unspoken tenderness with just a touch.

Officiants Prayer Blessing the Hands
God, bless these hands that you see before you this day. May they always be held by one another.  Keep them tender and gentle as they nurture each other in their wondrous love. Help these hands to continue building a relationship founded in your grace.  May [Groom's name] and [Bride's name] see their four hands as healer, protector, shelter and guide.  Use these hands to make a difference in our world.  We ask this in your name, Amen.

#2 Disney Touches
1. Opening Intro: “Once in a while, right in the middle of ordinary life, love gives you a fairytale.”

2. Signing of the marriage license. This can be reenacted during the ceremony with the couple using Disney’s Mickey & Minnie pins. 
3. Closing blessing: As the great Walt Disney said, “Laughter is timeless, imagination has no age, and dreams are forever” so may the love you have shared here today grow in time and song and rhyme into your very own fairytale.

4. Closing pronouncement options:

a. “Go on and kiss the girl”

b. “You may kiss your smiling princess”

#3   Rose Vow (Vase and Rose)

NOTE: The Groom will need to have a rose and the Bride will need a 

vase with water in it.  The vase and the rose should be placed within easy reach of the officiant or couple.

Minister says:

This is a day steeped in tradition, a time when we are surrounded

by symbols: something old, something new, something borrowed, 

something blue

Today, N., and N., will begin a new tradition, a 

custom which now becomes uniquely their own.

N.,(bride) today N., (groom) gives you this rose.  Because it grew from a tiny seed, becoming stronger and larger until it burst into a flower, it symbolizes the way that his love for you has grown. (Groom gives bride the rose).  Each year on your wedding anniversary, he will give you another rose.  In so doing, he’ll remember this day and the vows you’ve made.

N., (groom) today N., (Bride) gives you this vase of water. (Groom takes the vase and holds it). Because water is the one element without which we would perish, it symbolizes the importance of your love in her life.  Each year on your anniversary, she will refill this vase, offering it to you as a symbol of her ever renewing love.  (Bride puts the rose in the vase and they hold the vase together)

Officiant continues:  

Without water, the rose would die; without the rose, the vase of water would not be beautiful.

Officiant address bride: N., (Bride), N.’s, (Groom’s) gift is enhanced by yours, just as his life is enhanced by yours.

Officiant address Groom:  N.(Groom), N’.s, (Bride’s) gift is lovely because of yours, just as her life is better because of yours.

(They hand the rose and vase to the officiant.)

Officiant:  On each anniversary, as you give and receive the rose and the water, remember with joy this day when you pledged your love and your devotion to each other.  (Officiant may then offer a prayer blessing the marriage)

#4   Vows for Blended Families

  This part of the ceremony usually occurs just after the ring exchange.  It may begin with the officiant saying:  This ceremony marks not only the union of N., and N., as husband and wife, it also celebrates the combining of N., and N., with her children ________ and _________, to form a new family. 

Sample 1

Minister:  Do you, (future parent), take (child’s name) as your own, promising to love her and care for her.  To help provide for her physical needs, to be a good listener, a loving counselor and a good friend?

I DO

Minister:  And do you (addressing child), take _________, to be a loving parent figure from this day forward?
I DO

Minister to new parent figure:  Do you have something you would like to give her as a demonstration of this commitment?

YES

A medallion (see www.familymedallion.com  - we can get these at a discount for you) is taken from his pocket; he then kneels down and places the medallion around her neck, and follows it with a hug and a kiss.

Optional Prayer after medallion exchange: (The new family is invited to join hands forming a circle) 

Heavenly Father, thank you for allowing us the opportunity to be present in this surrounding…where dreams come true…where a family comes together in marriage.  Send your blessing down upon N. and N. and N. as they begin their journey through life together.  Look graciously upon them, that they may so love, honor and cherish one another that their home may be a haven of blessings and a place of peace.

#5 Wine Vows 
This option can also be used as a substitute for the Unity candle or Sand ceremony, especially on those possible windy outdoor weddings.  The mothers of the bride and groom are invited to each pour some wine into the couple’s cup. (*Special wedding cups are available from wedding supplies distributors that are actually two cups in one.  They connect together as one to form a heart shaped chalice). 

Tradition has it that when bride and groom pledged themselves to each other, they should also drink wine from a single cup, signifying that they were becoming one blood, one family, and one kin. 

This cup of wine suggests two thoughts.
(Grooms parent will pour wine into the groom half of the goblet)
The first is that wine is a symbol of the sweetness we wish for your life.  There will be times when you drink from other cups-perhaps even bitter ones; but life always offers opportunity to savor the sweetness.  The possibility to see the good in all things that may happen is what we toast: the good that is in life.
(The Bride’s parent will pour wine into the bride’s half of the goblet)
The second meaning of the cup of wine is a symbol of sharing.  You have shared many experiences together and out of this sharing has grown the love, which brought you to this day.  As you continue to share in each other's life, you will also undertake to share together all that the future may hold.  

The officiant would then join the two half-cups together and raise the cup saying:  
“Bless O Lord the union of this marriage.  May Your grace and mercy continue to demonstrate itself within the hearts of this couple.” 

The bride holds the cup for the groom as the he drinks first.  Then the groom assists the bride as she drinks from the cup. After the sharing the cup of wine a blessing is given by the officiant: (holding the cup slightly raised in front of the couple)  
“As you have shared the wine from this cup, so may you share contentment, peace and fulfillment from the cup of life.  May you find life’s joys heightened, its bitterness sweetened, and each of its moments hallowed by true companionship and love.”

#6   Memorial Acknowledgements
Many brides and grooms want to include some type of remembrance during their wedding ceremony of a parent, grandparent or close friend that has passed away. This should be done in a spirit that celebrates the love and memories of the deceased so as not to promote undo sadness in a celebration of marriage.

Here are some options:  

Lighting the memorial candle.  This can be pre-lite or done by the couple while the officiant reads the below narration: 

Officiant may say:  

As we celebrate this wedding today, we would like to pay tribute to the special memory of __________, the mother of _________.  She is with us today in the hearts of those who knew her and loved her.  The love that she gave continues to live on, especially in the love that _______ brings to this marriage.  We light this candle to honor _______. (Couple should go together to like the candle)

Presentation of single stemmed flowers into an empty chair to recognize the honored person.

#7   Unity Candle Options and Tips

The unity candle symbolizes the very essence of the wedding ceremony. Two taper candles, representing the couple as individuals, are used to light a single center candle as a visible symbol of their commitment to each other. There are many variations on the ceremony and the individual details are completely up to you. Here are some ideas to help you as you plan your ceremony.

To Extinguish or Not to Extinguish

Some folks feel that you should extinguish the candles to symbolize your commitment to one another, others argue that to emphasize your individuality within your union, you must leave the tapers lit. Whether or not you extinguish the taper candles is a personal decision and, like many aspects of your wedding planning, is entirely up to you.

If you choose to extinguish your tapers, try this reading:

As [Name] and [Name] together light the center candle, they will extinguish their own candles, thus letting the center candle symbolize the union of their lives. As this one light cannot be divided, neither will their lives be divided.

If you'd prefer to leave your tapers lit, try this one...

[Name] and [Name] come into their marriage relationship as individuals and they do not lose their identity; rather they use their individuality to create and strengthen the relationship of marriage. Therefore, the three candles remain lighted, one for each of them and one for their marriage, as symbols of their commitment to each other and to a lasting and loving marriage.

Unity Candle-reading

N., and N., are now going to light their Unity Candle, as a symbol of their marriage relationship. The candles from which they light have already been lit by their mothers  to represent their separate lives up to this moment.  N., and N., will now light the center candle to symbolize the union of their two lives.  As this one candle is undivided, so shall their love be undivided.

“May the brightness of this candle shine throughout your lives, giving you courage and reassurance in the darkness.  May its warmth give you shelter from the cold.  And may its energy fill your spirits with strength and joy.”

If Children Are Involved

The couple can use one candle while the child(ren) use the other to help light the center candle.

"The lighting of the center candle represents not only the union of ____________ and ___________ in marriage, but the unity formed in this new family in which your lives will now shine as one family.”

#8  Special Catholic Touches

9a: Opening Prayer:

May the love of N., and N., be strong, that no misunderstanding loosen the bond and no passing of the years have the power to dim the light that now glows in them. May they early gain wisdom to discern the true values of life, and may no circumstances take from them the wholesome peace and inward satisfaction which only love can give.

Grant them vision to look beyond this moment to the generations yet to come, and to know that the home they create will be part of the sacred body of humanity in which you dwell, that they may have reverence for others and for themselves, and drink the cup of joy with awe.

9b:  Catholic Touches:  Petition prayer just before pronouncement of marriage:

This prayer is done more appropriately if the minister invites the congregation to respond to each of the petitions by saying AMEN together.  The congregation may be cued by saying: “And the people said:

 Amen

Let us pray.  Eternal God, creator and preserver of all life, author of salvation, and giver of all grace: Look with favor upon the world you have made, and for which your Son gave his life, and especially upon this man and this woman whom you make one flesh in Holy Matrimony.  And the people said:

Amen.

Give them wisdom and devotion in the ordering of their common life, that each may be to the other a strength in need, a counselor in perplexity, a comfort in sorrow, and a companion in joy.  And the people said:

Amen.

Grant that their wills may be so knit together in your will, and their spirits in your Spirit, that they may grow in love and peace with you and one another all the days of their life.  And the people said:

Amen.

Give them grace, when they hurt each other, to recognize and acknowledge their fault, and to seek each other’s forgiveness and yours.  And the people said:

Amen.

Make their life together a sign of Christ’s love to this world, that unity may overcome estrangement, forgiveness heal guilt, and joy conquer despair.  And the people said:

Amen.

Bestow on them, if it is your will, the gift and heritage of children, and the grace to bring them up to know you, to love you, and serve you.  And the people said:

Amen.

Give them such fulfillment of their mutual affection that they may reach out in love and concern for others.

Amen.

Grant that all married persons who have witnessed these vows may find their lives strengthened and their loyalties confirmed.

Amen.

Grant that the bonds of our common humanity, by which all our children are united one to another, and the living to the dead, may be so transformed by your grace, that your will may be done on earth as it is in heaven; where, O Father, with your Son and the Holy Spirit, you live and reign in perfect unity, now and forever. 

Amen.

Book of Common Prayer

#9   Jumping the Broom
An African ritual had couples placing sticks on the ground to symbolize their home together.  This is the origin of broom jumping, which was popular among African-American slaves when they were not allowed to have official wedding ceremonies.  At the close of the ceremony it is usually it is the honor of the bride’s mom to lay the broom down in front of the couple.  Everyone who wishes them luck counts to three—then the couple’s jumps the broom while holding hands.

Then the patriarch of the family or the officiant can read the traditional marriage poem:

“Dark and stormy may come the weather,

This man and woman are joined together.

Let none but Him that makes the thunder,

Put this man and woman asunder.

I therefore announce you both the same,

Be good, go long, and keep up your name.

The broomstick’s jumped, the world’s not wide, 

She’s now your own, go kiss your bride!”

#10   Jewish/Christian Blend of Traditions 

Acknowledgement of Interfaith Traditions
Sample:  Out of two different and distinct traditions, they have come together to learn the best of what each has to offer, appreciating their differences, and confirming that being together is far better than being apart from each other. As we bless this marriage under a chuppah (wedding canopy), the Jewish symbol of the new home being consummated here, we will later light the unity candle, a Christian symbol of two people becoming one in marriage.

Blessing Over the Wine (note the wine ceremony #6)
This cup of wine suggests two thoughts. The first is that wine is a symbol of the sweetness we wish for your life. There will be times when you drink from other cups, from bitter ones; but life offers opportunity to savor the sweetness. The awareness of the possibility of a life filled with true meaning is what we toast: the good that is life. The second is that wine is a symbol of sharing. You have shared many years together, and out of this time has grown the love, which brought you to this day. As you continue to share in each other's life, you will, as a symbol of this enduring cooperation, share this cup of wine.

Breaking of the Glass
We conclude this ceremony with the breaking of the glass. It is a joyous ceremony. There are many different explanations for the breaking of the glass. Today, the fragility of the glass suggests the frailty of human relationships. The glass is broken to protect this marriage with the implied prayer...

May your bond of love be as difficult to break as it would be to put together the pieces of this glass.

After (the groom, or the bride and groom) breaks the glass, I invite everyone to shout the Hebrew words "Mazel Tov," which means "Good Luck" and "Congratulations."
#11   The Sand Ceremony

If for whatever reason you choose not to use a Unity Candle during your ceremony, the sand ceremony can be a beautiful and meaningful addition to your vows. Simply find three containers, one for you and your fiancé to pour the sand into, two for each of your to pour the sand from.  You can find colored or plain sand at most craft stores.  After the officiant reads the text below (or any text you choose), pour the two containers of sand into the third container simultaneously.  You may wish to leave a small amount of sand in each container to symbolize that although you are now joined as one, you each remain individuals.

N. & N., you have just sealed your relationship by the exchanging of vows and by the giving and receiving of rings.  This covenant is pledge between two people who agree that they will commit themselves to each other for the rest of their lives. Today, this covenant is symbolized through the pouring of your two individual containers of sand into one.  As these two containers of sand are poured into the third container, the individual containers of sand will no longer exist, but will be joined together as one.  Just as these grains of sand can never be divided again neither shall your love be divided. 

#12   The Wine and Love Letter Box

The officiant asks the couple getting married to find a strong wooden box that will hold two bottles of wine and two wine glasses. The couple is then asked to each write a letter to one another (before the wedding), expressing their thoughts about the good qualities that they found in their future partner and their reasons for falling in love with each other. Under no condition can they read each other’s letter. They are to seal them, and during the ceremony they will put the letters in the box with the wine and glasses. Upon finalizing the wedding ceremony, the officiant will announce to the guests that he / she had asked the couple to write letters to each other and put them in the box with the wine and glasses. The officiant will explain that should the couple ever find their marriage in serious trouble, before making any irrational decisions, they must open the box, drink wine together, and read the letter that they wrote to one another to reflect on why they fell in love with each other in the first place. The hope is that there will never be a reason to have to open the box, unless of course, it is for a 25 year anniversary! This is a Dutch tradition - members of the wedding party are handed nails to hammer the box shut. However, as an alternative, the couple could be asked to each take a nail and hammer the box shut (with two pre-drilled holes to make it easier to hammer), if only to add that special touch into their wedding vows. 

" N & N, I have asked you as a couple, to find a strong, wooden box that will hold two bottles of wine, and two wine glasses. In addition, I have asked each of you to write a letter to one another, expressing the good qualities that you have found in your partner, and your reasons for falling in love with each other.  You haven’t read each other's letter yet—have you?  I ask that you seal them in individual envelopes and put them in the box with the wine and glasses."

" N & N, should you ever find your marriage enduring serious difficulties, I ask that before you make any irrational decisions, that you both, as a couple, open this wine box, drink some wine together, and then venture off into separates rooms to read the letters that you wrote to one another when you were united as a couple. By reading these love letters, you will reflect upon the reasons that you fell in love with each other in the first place. The hope here is, that there will never be a reason for you to open this box, unless of course, it is for your 20th or 25th year wedding anniversary!"

#13   The  Oathing Stone

     During the reading of N & N’s wedding vows, they will be holding an Oathing Stone.  It is believed that holding the stone during the reading of the vows, casts them into the stone – hence the term “set in stone”.

     The Oathing Stone Ceremony originated in Scotland.  It is believed that an oath given near a stone or water was considered more binding. This evolved into the bride and groom holding their hands together on a stone as they repeat their wedding vows.

     When you arrived, you were given a stone to hold in your hand during the wedding ceremony.  N & N chose these stones as symbols of your special relationship, love, good wishes and heartfelt blessings to them.  The stones will serve as a lasting reminder of your presence at their wedding and of the special love that they shared on this their special day.

     As you hold the blessing stone tightly in your hand, please reflect for a moment your wishes for this couple for love, happiness, prosperity, and unity.

     Following the ceremony, N & N will invite you to place the stones with your personal blessing for them as a newly married couple into the special container on the table as your leave the ceremony area.

       #14     Ceremony of the Arras and Lasso

Minister: These 13 coins also represent the different values that the couple desire to share between themselves: love, harmony, cooperation, commitment, peace, happiness, trust, respect, caring, wisdom, joy, wholeness and nurturing. 

Blessing:  Heavenly Father we ask that you bless these coins be a symbol of this couple's mutual love, fidelity and trust. 

Minister gives the groom the coins.

The groom then places the coins in the bride’s hands while repeating after the pastor.  

Groom: I, _________, give you _________, these 13 coins as a symbol of my unquestionable trust and confidence.  I place them in your hands as my beloved wife. As we unite our lives today, I share all my material goods with you. 

The Bride returns the coins into the hands of the groom while repeating after the pastor. 

Bride: I _________, accept these coins and assure you of my total love and commitment.  From this day forth I dedicate myself to looking after you and our possessions with unconditional love. 

Minister: In exchanging these coins, _________ and _________ are essentially saying, "What's mine is yours and what's yours is mine." I bless these coins knowing that they are also symbolic of the unlimited good the universe has in store for this loving couple.. 

Prayer: “Bless and sanctify ________________ in your love. May these arras be a symbol of their mutual fidelity and help. Your word says that wealth is “the reward of humility and the fear of the Lord”. We pray that they never forget the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, who said “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” Help them use their resources in service to their family, the Church, and the community. This we pray in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.” 
Ceremony of the Lasso

Officiant: __________ and __________, you have chosen to incorporate the old Spanish tradition of the lasso ritual into your wedding ceremony today. Lassoing is a symbolic declaration of intention that you are voluntarily binding yourselves together before your family, friends and God.

(Lasso presented around couple)
Prayer:
O God, bless the marriage of_________ and __________, who come to you seeking your blessing. Give them wisdom and devotion in the ordering of their common life, that each may be to the other a strength in need, a counselor in perplexity, a comfort in sorrow, and a companion in joy.   Grant that their wills may be so knit together in your will, and their spirits in your spirit, that they may grow in love and peace with you and one another all the days of their life. Amen.
Sample Marriage Vows

#1.  Sample of one where you only have to say “I DO” 

N., (Groom), This woman, whom you hold by the hand, is to be your wife.  She has given you one of the most sacred things under heaven: a woman’s life and a woman’s love.  She will look to you for support, loyalty, and understanding. 

Do you vow here, as you have promised N., (bride) 
That you will be true and loyal,

Patient in sickness,

Comforting in sorrow, 

And forsaking all other, keep yourself only unto her, 

So long as you both shall live?   I DO
N., (Bride), this man whom you hold by the hand is to be your husband.  It is upon your life, your love and your devotion that he will lean upon for strength and inspiration.  He is going to look to you for encouragement, cheerfulness, and confidence.  Do you vow here, as you have promised N., (groom) 

That you will be loyal in adversity, 

Ministering to him in affliction, 

Comforting in sorrow, 

And forsaking all others, 

Keeping yourself only into him as long as you both shall live?  I DO
#2.  Vows that are recited after the officiant:
I N., choose you N., to be my wedded wife/husband.  

To live with you and laugh with you.  

To stand by your side and to sleep in your arms.  

To always listen to you, 

to labor with you, 

and to encourage you.  

To bring out the best in you always. 

And, for you, to be the most that I can.

#3.    Today, (name), I join my life to yours, 

Not merely as your (husband/wife),

but as your friend, your lover, and your confidant.

Let me be the shoulder you lean on,

the rock on which you rest,

the companion of your life.

With you I will walk my path from this day forward.

This commitment is made in love, kept in faith,

 lived in hope, and made eternally new.

#4.    I, N., take you, N., to be my wife/husband

knowing in my heart that you will be my constant friend,

my lifetime partner and my one true love

I promise to be there when you need me

To fill our days with love,

To comfort you and encourage you, 

To help you reach your goals

And to love you with all of my heart,

For all of my life.

#5.   I N., promise to love and cherish you N., 

To give you my strength,

To help you in good times and bad, 

To respect your individuality, 

To make our home one of love and understanding. 

I give you all of my trust, 

All of my tomorrows, 

All of my life. 

#6   I N., take you, N., to be the love of my life

I will cherish our friendship

And love you today, tomorrow and forever

I will trust you and honor you

I will love you faithfully

Through the best and the worst

Through the difficult and the easy

Whatever may come, I will always be there

As I have given you my hand to hold

So I give you my life to keep

Through all the changes of life.
Sample Ring Vows

In addition to the ring vows in the sample ceremonies, you may also pick from these or write your own.

1. I ask you to receive this ring as a symbol of my love
and as a constant reminder 
that I have chosen you above all others 
to be the one to share my life.

2. I give you this ring as a token of my love 
and as evidence of the vow we have made.  
Wear it as a symbol of all that we share together.

 3.   With this ring I thee wed. 

       With my body I thee honor, 

       and with all my worldly goods I thee endow.

 4.  “With this ring, I thee wed

      and offer a symbol of all that we will share -   

      our hopes, our dreams, and our love.”

5.   I give you this ring as a symbol of my love

     And with all that I am and all that I have

     I will honor you for all the days of my life

6.  This ring is my precious gift to you 

     it is a sign that from this day forward,


     your every breath shall be surrounded by my love.

                With this ring, I thee wed.


7.  With this ring I thee wed

     So the world may know my love for you

     I pledge to honor you with all that I have

     And all that I will become.

How to Write Your Own Vows
You may wish to try your hand and heart at writing your own vows. This doesn’t have to be a long and difficult process. Follow a few simple principles and you can probably come up with something you like.

1.   Look at the standard vows and use them as a starting point. Which element of the vows would you like to include or emphasize… lifetime commitment, the meaning of love, the ups and downs of life and a relationship, etc.

2.  Think about what marriage means to you. Write down your ideas and then restate them in the form of a promise.

3.  What are the qualities in your mate that you admire most? Write them down and then in the form, “I love you because…” Or “I want to become your husband/wife because…” 

4.  There!  That should give you enough to put it all together. Try to write short, simple statements. Write and rewrite if necessary. Read it aloud to see how it sounds. 

a.  A few more general pointers:

b.  Humor in your vows is dangerous! Be cautious and certainly you don’t 

           want to embarrass your partner in any way.

c. It’s not a good idea to rehearse your whole relationship or offer a “sermon” on marriage in your vows.  K.I.S.S. – keep it simple, sweetie!

d.  It’s a good idea to print your vows in your wedding program. I often hear the complaint from guests that they were unable to hear the couple say their vows. 

e. As you answer some of the following questions, they will help formulate your thoughts and feelings about the person you love the most.  After you have answered the questions, start putting it all together.  Then after doing your best to put your thoughts into your own words then read the vows chapter in this book.  Mark the thoughts and phrases you like and begin to incorporate them into your own version.  As a suggestion, always state you vows in a positive statement. Instead of saying “I’ll never be unfaithful” or “I’ll never ignore you” say, ‘I will always be faithful” or “I will always give you my attention.”

        Some sample vows will be shown at the end of the chapter.

1. Where did you meet? Describe the seeing, the time, the weather, etc.  Is there anything significant about all of this?

2. What were your first impressions?

3. Was there anything memorable that he/she said or did?  If, what?

4. When were you first interested in pursuing a relationship with him/her?

5. What did you first like about him/her?

6. What have you discovered about him/her since then that is especially important to you?

7. How has he/her impacted or changed your life?

8. What do you love most about him/her?

9. What does he/her bring to the marriage that you think will make it work?

11.  What four adjectives would you use to describe him/her?

12. What is the dream or vision you have for your life together?

13.   What are at least four reasons why you want to marry him/her?

14.  Where did your first kiss occur?

15.   What did you think the first time you kissed?

16.   What were your feelings at the proposal?

17.  What do you believe you will receive or experience out of marriage that you wouldn’t experience if you remained single?

18.  What does the exchange of rings signify to you?  List several thoughts.

19.   If you have already purchased the rings, what did that experience mean to you?

20.   Is there anything you want to say when the ring is placed upon your finger?
Samples

“When I awoke this morning, my heart raced because I knew this was the day I’ve been waiting for my entire life. To marry my best friend and my soul mate. The day I met you I knew that I would become your wife and that we would spend our lives together. But never in my dreams could I have imagined it to be this beautiful. I never believed that with just a touch of a hand, all my fears would disappear. I take comfort in silence found in between our words, when our love is defined; in not what we say but instead, what we need not say. When our eyes meet, that feeling says more than words ever could and when you put your arms around me you let me know there’s nothing in this world I can’t do. Marriage is not a ritual, or an end. It is a long and intimate dance together and my deepest, strongest desire in marrying you is to make you happy, and to spend the rest of my life with the one who has shown me the meaning of happiness and love. The one who showed me how to smile every minute of every day. I vow to always support your dreams, and to always to stand beside you; and should you stumble or fall, the faith in our love will catch you. When you entered into my life, my entire world changed. I suddenly understood the meaning of contentment and true happiness. For all the times that you filled with special memories and joy, I will always love you! You are my first, last and only true love. You light up my life and make my heart skip a beat every time I hear your voice or see you smile. I promise to love you with all my heart, all my soul, and all my everything for as long as we live.”

OR

“I love you. You are my best friend. Today I give myself to you in marriage. I promise to be your faithful mate, and to unfailingly share and support your hopes, dreams and goals. I promise to encourage and inspire you; to laugh with you, and to comfort you in times of sorrow and struggle. I promise to love you in good times and bad; when life seems easy and when it seems hard; when our love is simple and when it is an effort. I promise to cherish you, and to always hold you in the highest regard. These things I give to you today, and all the days of our life. Everything I am and everything I have is yours, from this moment forth and for eternity.”

Do It Yourself Rehearsal
(Only if you prefer not having the officiant or wedding coordinator)
First Step:  Get the entire wedding party to stand in the positions they will be in once all are in place for the ceremony. Arrange people in any form you like. Check to see that everyone is “even” and guest’s views are not blocked.   Talk through the processional-the order of people flow…this is how you get ‘here’

Second Step:  Practice the recessional (leaving). The recessional order is: bride & groom exit alone, then ring bearer & flower girl, maid of honor & best man, & each of the other couples in order. The bride’s mom (and escort) then the groom’s mom (and escort) and then grandparents. 

Third Step:  After all know where to stand and where to sit, you can rehearse the processional. 

· Grandmothers (brides first then grooms) are escorted by husband or ushers to their seat.

· Groom’s mother escorted by husband or usher to her seat

· Bride’s mother escorted by husband or usher to her seat

· Minister, groom, best man & groomsmen (if they are not escorting the bridesmaids in), angled to face the direction from which the bride will enter.

· Bridesmaids enter in an order where the one standing the furthest out comes in first. Each bridesmaid follows about 15 yards from the previous one. 
· Maid of honor enters and takes her place

· The ring bearer comes in and then the flower girl

· The bride and her father (or other escorts) make their entrance.  Bride should be on dads left arm (closest to his heart)
PRELIMINARIES: 

□ Time Prelude Begins: ________.    Time candles are lighted: ________.  

□ Time Usher begin escorting honored guests (grandparents first, then groom’s mom, then bride’s mom is last to be seated before ceremony starts: __________. 

He escorts from the right side with both.  Bride’s mother is seated on left and Groom’s mother on the right. 

PROCESSIONAL

· Men typically enter this order: officiant, groom, best man, groomsmen. All angle to see Bride’s entrance.

· Next, bridesmaids enter, maid of honor, ring bearer & flower girl. 

· Bride’s mother stands to signal guests to stand for Bride’s entrance, or officiant instructs guests to stand.  

· Bride enters on left side of her escort.

Below is a traditional positioning of the bridal party at this point.

Ring Bearer(s)                                                                                                     Flower Girl(s)
      _____________                                                               ______________

          _____________                                                       ______________

____________                                             ______________

____________                                 _____________

___________                        _____________

Best man                                                           Matron or maid of honor

______________________

Groom                            Bride

Helpful Reminders and Pointers

1. Encourage all in the wedding party to be on time. 

2. Work out your wedding preferences ahead of time with your officiant & director.  Your rehearsal is a time to rehearse not plan. If you don’t have a plan, some well-meaning friend may try to take over your wedding. Plus, the rehearsal will take much longer if you are not prepared. 

3. If you aren’t using a professional director, at least select a friend or family member to serve in that role… someone who has strong enough personality to get people moving and who knows what you want & will see to it that it happens. You don’t need to be worrying about a bunch of details on your wedding day. 

4. The marriage ceremony is not read in full at the rehearsal. This should be worked out ahead of time with your officiant. He knows what you want; you know what to expect from him. You should practice things like passing the bouquet, exchanging the rings, and any other movements you might be making. 

5. Take pictures at your rehearsal…its part of the celebration. 

6. Before the rehearsal is over, remind everyone what time they are supposed to arrive at the wedding venue. 

Important Resources and Bonuses

1. Summary of Fees and Services  (hyperlink) – With your retainer this becomes a legal binding contract of service.

2. 
  Teaching Video – What You Do during the Ceremony (hyperlink) Knowing how your ceremony is going to “go and flow” will relieve your stress and give you some peace of mind. Knowing this may exempt the need for us to be at your formal rehearsal – saving you $.
3. 
 Marriage License by Mail (hyperlink) Middleman companies charge you at least $150 extra. The Brevard County courthouse has NO additional fees. Save money while having the license delivered directly to your house. 
4. Brevard County Website (hyperlink). For marriage license by mail.
5. 
 Navigating the Brevard County Website – Marriage License by Mail (hyperlink) This short video shows you how to navigate the Brevard county website to obtain your license by mail.
6. General Marriage License Info. This link contains basic Florida license information and addresses of the local Central Florida courthouses. The ‘Wedding License Worksheet” will help you with the required information. The ‘Florida Family Law Pamphlet’ is required reading before the courthouse will issue you a license.
7. 
 Bonus: FREE Name Change Kit – ($29.95 value) This tool will walk you through the name change process step-by-step. It will save you at least 8 hours of time and help protect you from making many of the common mistakes.  This will be made available after services are retained.
8. 
 Bonus: FREE Online Premarital Course – ($67 value) Have fun improving your relationship and get to know each other even better. The certificate of completion qualifies you for a $25.00 discount on the cost of your marriage license.   Premarital course is not required – but recommended( This will be made available after services are retained.
9. Retainer Payment link (hyperlink) A retainer reserves your wedding date and time and is credited toward your total fee. If you prefer to pay by check then it can be mailed to: 1369 Century Oak Dr., Ocoee, FL 34761
You'll find their web site online at: http://www.abeautifulceremony.net
Central Florida:  407.521.VOWS (8697                     v.072420031930PCJ
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Ceremony Planning Kit from A Beautiful Ceremony, Inc. (407) 521-8697
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